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Gabriela A. Oanta is an associate professor of public international law and 

international relations at the University of A Coruña (Spain) and currently 

holds the position of Director of ‘Salvador de Madariaga’ University 

Institute of European Studies within the same university. She is also in 

charge of the coordination of the Jean Monnet Module "European Union's 

Integrated Maritime Policy".  

Both experts and students will find this book very useful, taking into 

account that very few publications manage to address so easily a broad 

range of audiences at once. 

The evolution of the law of the sea has exposed the situation of vulnerability 

that human people and groups are going through. This paper tries to echo 

this evolution and the current issues related to vulnerable people and groups 

in a maritime environment, presenting these situations from a legal 

perspective. In this sense, issues such as: human rights approached from a 

perspective of the Law of the Sea; failed States in the legal order of the seas 

and oceans; the case of children who may be subject to human trafficking 

and forced labor; the particular situation of retired seafarers; the situation of 

people who lend their work in unscrupulous work environments with respect 

for social rights, as often occurs on vessels with flag of convenience or not 

complying with international standards; the migratory crisis at sea; 
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vulnerable people and groups in developing countries and small island and 

archipelagic States facing unique and particular challenges highlighted by 

the evolution of the law of the sea, such as global warming, sea level rise, as 

well as access and distribution of the benefits derived from the use of 

marine genetic resources; the situation of the non-autonomous territories in 

the contemporary law of the sea; and the fishing rights of indigenous people. 

The migratory crisis that continues to plague Europe, especially that of the 

Member States of the European Union (EU) bordering the Mediterranean, 

has triggered the adoption of a huge amount of legislative measures and this 

topic has also been carefully analyzed in this paper. In addition, the book 

approaches the most current and controversial issues related to the law of 

the sea, issues that have been affecting States worldwide like migration by 

sea or human trafficking, providing a more complete picture of the legal 

paradigm that applies in this domain.  

When it comes to the structure of the book, we may notice that the 11 

chapters are independent one from another, since it is a collective volume 

encompassing more authors’ contributions, which in our view adds a plus to 

this paper.  

Most of the chapters are accompanied by several excerpts taken from 

relevant case law or statistics, which contribute to persuading the reader that 

the law of the sea is not just a sum of Conventions and other relevant 

instruments, but is actually a lively evolving body of law. The wide array of 

supporting documents and the dynamic way of presenting each topic shows 

the authors’ desire to combine the theoretical with the practical approach.  
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